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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the applicant's argument filed on 29 March 2004, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. A non-final office action set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1 .130, 
1 .131 or 1 .132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Double Patenting 

2. Claims 1-16 of this application conflict with claims 1-16 of Application No. 
10/149,632. 37 CFR 1 .78(b) provides that when two or more applications filed by the 
same applicant contain conflicting claims, elimination of such claims from all but one 
application may be required in the absence of good and sufficient reason for their 
retention during pendency in more than one application. Applicant is required to either 
cancel the conflicting claims from all but one application or maintain a clear line of 
demarcation between the applications. See MPEP § 822. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-2,4-8 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Linzer et al (6,005,621) in view of Philips (6,215,485). 

Regarding claim 10, Linzer discloses a system (Fig. 6, column 3, line 53 to 
column 4, line 3, column 9, lines 14-47) for processing a stored video stream, 
comprising: 

a first means for generating a digital video stream; 

a second means (68) coupled to the first means for creating a low resolution 
video stream (low bit rate ,low quality video stream information , column 3, lines 45-60, 
column 8, lines 1-18, lines 50-52) based upon the stored digital video stream; 
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a third means (66') coupled to the second means for storing the low resolution 
digital video stream at a digital storage medium (column 8, lines 55-68); 

a fourth means (72) coupled to the third means for editing the stored low 
resolution digital video stream (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 60 
to column 9 line 27); 

a fifth means coupled to the fourth means for creating a resultant image and an 
associated edit list based upon the editing (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, 
column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 27); 

a sixth means coupled to the fifth means for accessing the edit list by a video 
processor (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 
27); 

a seventh means coupled to the sixth means for rendering a high resolution 
video stream (high bit rate, high quality video stream) by the video processor based 
upon the edit list (column 3, line 60 to column 4, line 2 f column 9, lines 20-25); and 

an eighth means coupled to the seventh means for storing the rendered high 
resolution video stream on a selected digital storage medium (column 9, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 1, Linzer teaches a method (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 
line 2, column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 27) of processing a stored video stream, 
comprising: 

(a) generating digital video stream; 

(b) creating a low resolution video stream based upon the stored digital 
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video stream (low bit rate ,low quality video stream information , column 3, lines 45-60, 
column 8, lines 1-18, lines 50-52); 

(c) storing the low resolution digital video stream at a digital storage medium 
(column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 27); 

(d) editing the stored low resolution digital video stream (column 8, line 60 to 
column 9 line 27; 

(e) creating a resultant image and an associated edit list based upon the editing 
(column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 27); 

(f) accessing the edit list by a video processor; 

(g) rendering a high resolution video stream by the video processor based upon 
the edit list (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 
27); and 

(h) storing the rendered high resolution video stream on a selected digital storage 
medium (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 60 to column 9 line 27). 

Linzer fails to teach means for determining whether the stored is a digital video 
stream as recited in claims 1 and 10. However , it is noted that using a determining 
means for determining if a stored video stream is a digital video stream is well known 
in the art as taught by Philips (column 19, lines 1-15). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Linzer with Phillips by using a 
determining means as taught by Phillips with the system of Linzer for determining if the 
stored video stream is a digital video stream in order to accurately and properly 
process the video stream . 
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Regarding claim 2, Linzer as modified with Phillips further teaches that 
if it is determined that the stored digital video stream is an analog video stream, (i) 
converting the stored analog video stream to the digital video stream (See Phillips 
column 19, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 4, Linzer further teaches that the operations (a) - (c) and (i) are 
performed at a first node (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 5, Linzer further teaches the low resolution video stream is 
transferred from the first node to a second node since the edited low resolution can be 
transferred to a display device for displaying or editing . 

Regarding claim 6, Linzer further teaches the operations (d) and (e) are 
performed at the second node (column 3, lines 60 to column 4 line 2, column 8, line 
60 to column 9 line 27); 

Regarding claim 7, Linzer further teaches transferring the edit list to the first 
node (column 9, lines 15-30). 

Regarding claim 8, Linzer further teaches that the operations (f) - (h) are 
performed at the first node (Fig. 6) 

Regarding claim 11, Linzer further teaches the first, second and third means are 
directly connected to a first node (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 12, Linzer further teaches means for transferring the low 
resolution videostream from the first node to a second node (Fig. 6) coupled thereto 
(Fig. 6) . 
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Regarding claim 13, Linzer further teaches the fourth and fifth means are 
connected to the second node (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 14 Linzer further comprising a means for transferring the edit 
list from the second node to the first node (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 15, Linzer further teaches the sixth, seventh, and eighth means 
are connected to the first node (Fig. 6). 

5. Claims 3,9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Linzer et al (6,005,621) in view of Philips (6,215,485) as applied to claims land 
1 0 above , further in view of Ando et al (6,353,702). 

Regarding claims 3, 9 and 16, Linzer as modified with Phillips fails to teaches 
the storage medium is selected from the storage medium is selected from a group 
comprising: a DVD, a digital video tape, a flash memory device, hard driver . However, 
it is noted that receiving digital signal from a source of DVD m flash memory or hard 
is well known in the aft as taught by Ando (See Ando figure19, column 24, lines 10-15) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Linzer as 
modified with Phillips with Ando by providing DVD, hard disc or flash memory as a 
source of vide stream thereby providing more flexibility to the system of Linzer in 
selecting an alternative source of the video stream for the system or as a alternative 
storage medium for storing the edited video stream . 
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6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vigneaux et al (5,852,435) in view of Ando et al (6,353,702). 

Regarding claim 10, Linzer discloses a system (Figs 3-5, column 1 1 , lines 40 to 
column 12, line 23) comprising: 

a first means for generating a digital videostream (column 3, line 50 to column 
4, line 3); 

a second means coupled to the first means for creating a low resolution 
videostream ( column 11, lines 40-52) based upon the stored digital videostream; 

a third means coupled to the second means for storing the low resolution digital 
videostream at a digital storage medium (column 1 1 , lines 5-53); 

a fourth means coupled to the third means for editing the stored low resolution 
digital videostream (column 12 lines 5-24, column 8); 

a fifth means coupled to the fourth means for creating a resultant image and an 
associated edit list based upon the editing (column 9, lines 1-40 column 10, lines 4- 
55); 

a sixth means coupled to the fifth means for accessing the edit list by a video 
processor (column 12, lines 9-23); 

a seventh means coupled to the sixth means for rendering a high resolution 
videostream (high bit rate, high quality video stream) by the video processor based 
upon the edit list (column 12, lines 9-23); and 

an eighth means coupled to the seventh means for storing the rendered high 
resolution videostream on a selected digital storage medium (column 7, lines 2-31). 
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Vigneaux fails to teach a determining means for determining whether the video 
stream is a digital vide stream . However , it is noted that using a determining means 
for determining if a stored video stream is a digital video stream is well known in the art 
as taught by Ando. Ando at figue19, column 23, lines 28-62 teaches means for 
determining whether the video stream is a digital video stream and means for 
receiving the digital video stream and recording the r3cevied digital video stream on a 
medium . . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Vigneaux r with Ando by using a determining means as taught by Ando with the 
system of Vigneaux for determining if the stored video stream is a digital video stream 
in order to accurately and properly process the video stream . 

Method claims 1 corresponds to apparatus claim 10. Therefore method claim 1 
is rejected by the sane reason as applied to apparatus claim 10. 

Applicants argue that the first means is shown as means 209 of the figure 1 in 
the specification of the present application . However, it is noted that means 209 is a 
selector 

Regarding claim 2, Vigneux as modified with Ando further teaches that 
if it is determined that the stored digital videostream is an analog videostream, (i) 
converting the stored analog videostream to the digital videostream (See Ando column 
23, lines 30-40). 

Regarding claims 3, Vigneaux as modified with Ando further teaches that the 
digital storage medium is selected from a group comprising: a DVD, a digital video 
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tape, a flash memory device, a hard drive (See Ando figure 19, column 24, lines 10- 
15). 

Regarding claim 4, Vigneaux further teaches that the operations (a) - (c) and (i) 
are performed at a first node (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 5, Vigneaux further teaches the low resolution videostream is 
transferred from the first node to a second node (Fig. 3, column 7, lines 65 to column 8, 
line 18). 

Regarding claim 6, Vigneaux further teaches the operations (d) and (e) are 
performed at the second node (column 8, lines 20-25). 

Regarding claim 7, Vigneaux teaches transferring the edit list to the first node 
(column 9, lines 1-40) . 

Regarding claim 8, Vigneaux further teaches that the operations (f) - (h) are 
performed at the first node (Fig. 3, column 9, lines 1040);column 7 lines 15-65)) 

Regarding claim 9, Vigneaux as modified with Ando further teaches that the 
selected digital storage medium is selected from a group comprising: a DVD, a digital 
video tape, a flash memory device, a hard drive (See Ando, figure19, column 24, lines 
10-15) . 

Regarding claim 11, Vigneaux further teaches the first, second and third means 
are directly connected to a first node (Fig.3, column 7 lines 15-65). 
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Regarding claim 12, Vigneaux further teaches means for transferring the low 
resolution videostream from the first node to a second node (Fig. 3, column 7, line 65 to 
column 8, line 16). 

Regarding claim 13, Vigneaux further teaches the fourth and fifth means are 
connected to the second node (column 8, lines 20-25).. 

Regarding claim 14 Vigneaux further comprising a means for transferring the 
edit list from the second node to the first node (column 9, lines 1-40). 

Regarding claim 15, Vigneaux further teaches the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
means are connected to the first node (Fig. 3, column 9, lines 15-40, column 10, lines 
37-57). 

Regarding claim 16, Vigneaux as modified with Ando further teaches the digital 
storage medium is selected from a group comprising: a DVD, a digital video tape, a 
flash memory device, hard drive (Se Ando figure19, column 24, lines 10-15). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Loveman et a teaches editing on low resolution and high 
resolution digital video streams. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



H.N 



fames J. Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examine? 
Art Unit MW<° 




